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started distributing emergency food supplies 
because of the drastic economic downturn of 
the 1970s. While the current economic cli-
mate is not as dire, Mr. Baumann said the 
number of people in need of food is growing 
every month. ‘‘We’re finding more people, 
even in the suburbs, who can no longer make 
ends meet,’’ he said. ‘‘A lot of people are not 
aware of the economic hardships their neigh-
bors might be experiencing because of the 
way that we are economically segregated as 
a society.’’ 

CUTTING FOOD STAMPS 
Drastic cuts in federal government sub-

sidies to food stamp and similar programs 
serving the poor is another reason that more 
people are lining up at food pantries, Mr. 
Baumann said. According to the Lucas Coun-
ty Department of Jobs and Family Services, 
there are now 27,784 households receiving 
food stamps and 4,574 families on cash assist-
ance through the Ohio Works First program. 
The county has seen a steady increase in the 
number of people seeking cash and food as-
sistance, said Cindy Ginter, the program 
manager at Lucas County’s Department of 
Jobs and Family Services. In 2003, the coun-
ty had 25,286 households on food-stamp rolls 
and 3,736 families on cash assistance. 

‘‘We would like to not have seen this kind 
of increase, but because of the economy, the 
numbers just keep increasing,’’ Ms. Ginter 
said. The sluggish economy also is cited by 
the county’s Women, Infants, and Children 
program for the record number of low-in-
come earning families that depend on its 
services, said Tom Kuhn, the agency’s direc-
tor. In 1999, WIC, an agency of the Ohio De-
partment of Health’s Bureau of Nutrition 
Services, served 12,326 families in the county. 
This year, that number has jumped to more 
than 15,000 families. ‘‘The numbers have been 
steadily rising, but this is the highest they 
have ever been,’’ Mr. Kuhn said. 

Sheldon Danziger, a professor of public pol-
icy at the Gerald R. Ford School of Public 
Policy at the University of Michigan, said 
the federal and state governments are not 
doing enough to stave the rising numbers of 
people living in poverty. 

The Ohio Department of Jobs and Family 
Services came under fire last week because 
$431 million in federally-allocated funds have 
been sitting unused for months in the state’s 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
account. Director Tom Hayes confirmed the 
funds are being held while the state and 
counties design programs to spend the 
money. 

ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 
Mr. Danziger argued that it isn’t because 

of a failure of antipoverty programs that 
poverty has remained high for Americans 
since the 1970s. He said it’s because the econ-
omy has not delivered the benefits of pros-
perity to all workers, and because politicians 
and the public have lost faith in the ability 
of government to deal with the problem of 
poverty. ‘‘Wage stagnation is one of the rea-
sons that we still see people lining up at food 
pantries,’’ Mr. Danziger said. ‘‘Since the 
1990s, labor market changes have meant that 
workers with a high school education or less 
have had wage rates that have not grown rel-
ative to the rate of inflation.’’ He said the 
government has failed to implement public 
policies like a higher minimum wage ad-
justed for inflation, which would be the 
quickest way to help people who are strug-
gling. The last time the minimum wage was 
adjusted was in 1997, when it was raised to 
$5.15 per hour. If it were to be adjusted to 
current inflation, the professor said, the 
minimum wage would be $6.10 per hour. 

GLOBAL POVERTY INCREASE 
Mr. Danziger said the gap between the rich 

and poor is not only increasing here, but in 

many developing nations of the world where 
more than a billion people continue to face 
extreme poverty. According to a report re-
leased by the World Commission on the So-
cial Dimension of Globalization in February, 
more than a billion people lived on less than 
$1 per day in 2000. The commission, which 
was established in 2002 by the International 
Labor Organization, a United Nations agen-
cy, reported the gap between the richest and 
poorest countries has widened dramatically 
in the past four decades. In the U.S., increas-
ing unemployment benefits and imple-
menting more tax credit programs for low- 
wage earners would be a critical step in help-
ing the unemployed get back on their feet, 
Mr. Danziger said. According to the Center 
on Budget and Policy Priorities, a Wash-
ington think tank, 17 States and the District 
of Columbia so far have enacted earned in-
come tax credits for low income residents, 
which supplement the federal government 
credits. 

Ohio and Michigan, however, are not 
among them. 

These tax credits, Mr. Danziger argued, go 
a long way in meeting day-to-day expenses 
for low-wage earners. George Garcia, a To-
ledo truck driver, said he could have used 
some help when he almost lost his house 
after breaking both his legs in an accident 
that left him unemployed for more than six 
months. ‘‘I was down to the last week and 
$1,500 behind on my mortgage. I had to tell 
the children that we were about to lose our 
home,’’ said the 39-year-old father of three. 
After borrowing from several friends, he kept 
the family’s home. But because he had no 
health insurance, he spent all his money on 
medical bills and had to turn to the Cherry 
Street pantry for food. ‘‘The pantry was 
great. I always got enough food and when I 
took it home, it was like I had just come 
from the grocery store,’’ he said. Though he 
now makes enough to support his family 
most of the time, Mr. Garcia acknowledged 
that ‘‘every now and then, I have to go to the 
pantry to get by.’’ 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MURPHY). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) that the 
House suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 261. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the resolution just consid-
ered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF HUNTERS FOR THE 
HUNGRY PROGRAMS ACROSS 
THE U.S. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 

the resolution (H. Res. 481) recognizing 
the establishment of Hunters for the 
Hungry programs across the United 
States and the contributions of those 
programs to efforts to decrease hunger 
and help feed those in need. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 481 

Whereas Hunters for the Hungry programs 
are cooperative efforts among hunters, 
sportsmen’s associations, meat processors, 
State meat inspectors, and hunger relief or-
ganizations to help feed those in need; 

Whereas during the past three years Hunt-
ers for the Hungry programs have brought 
hundreds of thousands of pounds of venison 
to homeless shelters, soup kitchens, and food 
banks; and 

Whereas each year donations have multi-
plied as Hunters for the Hungry programs 
continue to feed those in need: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the cooperative efforts of 
hunters, sportsmen’s associations, meat 
processors, State meat inspectors, and hun-
ger relief organizations to establish Hunters 
for the Hungry programs across the United 
States; and 

(2) recognizes the contributions of Hunters 
for the Hungry programs to efforts to de-
crease hunger and help feed those in need. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and the gen-
tleman from North Dakota (Mr. POM-
EROY) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE). 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H. Res. 481, as introduced by the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY). 

This resolution recognizes and en-
courages Hunters for the Hungry pro-
grams. These are voluntary, coopera-
tive efforts among hunters, sports-
men’s associations, meat processors, 
State meat inspectors, and hunger re-
lief organizations to help feed those in 
need. These programs are in place in 
almost every State. They have brought 
hundreds of thousands of pounds of 
venison to homeless shelters, soup 
kitchens, and food banks, feeding thou-
sands of needy people. 

Hunters for the Hungry programs are 
great examples of community service. 
This resolution is intended to bring at-
tention to these programs and to pro-
mote additional constructive ideas for 
addressing the problem of hunger. 

Hunting season is right around the 
corner in much of the country, and I 
urge my colleagues to do everything 
they can to support these important 
programs. Not only does hunting con-
tribute to our rural economy, it helps 
our communities fight hunger. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution, and I congratulate the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) for 
his efforts to move this resolution for-
ward. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 
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